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1. Long-term goals

The goal of CoML International is to assess and explain the diversity, distribution and abundance of marine organisms throughout the world’s oceans. The Australian CoML Committee will contribute to this goal by providing a national focus for exploring and better coordinating marine biodiversity and bioinformatics issues. The Australian CoML Committee also has a strong role in promoting biodiversity research through engaging in appropriate outreach activities.

2. Objectives

The Australian Committee aims to:

· provide a national focus for exploring, and better coordinating national marine biodiversity and bioinformatics issues,

· play a role in promoting biodiversity research through engaging in appropriate outreach activities, and

· assist existing national Census science programs to feed their data into the international Census network in a manner that benefits both Australian and international marine biodiversity agenda.

3. Approach

The main focus of CoML Australia in 2005 has been the development of the ‘Voyage of Discovery’, a dedicated biodiversity research cruise to augment Australia's contribution to CoML International.
4. Work Completed

CoML Australia held two meetings during the year: 

25 November 2004

4 February 2005

A workshop was held at AMSA 2005 in Darwin to plan the ‘Voyage of Discovery’, a dedicated biodiversity research cruise(s) anticipated for 2007-08.

The CoML Australia website was completed and went live February 2005 
5. Work Planned

The main focus of the CoML Australia committee has been the coordination for, and the hosting of a workshop in Darwin in July 2005.  This workshop was the first opportunity for the Australian CoML committee to look at assisting the Australian marine science community to coordinate its approach to CoML. 
The main outcomes of the workshop were:  
· Identifying gaps in our knowledge of biodiversity in the marine environment;

· identifying priority areas on which to focus the planning the Voyage of Discovery;
· building linkages between marine research organisations and facilitating collaboration and data sharing across organisations.

6. Results

Australia has recently been granted funds from the Sloan foundation to establish a regional OBIS node for the Australian region. CSIRO Marine and Atmospheric Research and the National Oceans Office are joint Node coordinators for Australia. 
7. Impact and applications

CoML Australia has facilitated cooperation between the Australian marine science community to 
collaborate and share marine species information.
8. Geographic Expansion

N/A

Describe the current CoML projects in which your committee has engaged local scientists who are performing research that increases the geographic scope of the CoML project.  Please include both ongoing and planned activities.

	Project Name
	Local Project Lead(s)
	Geographic Locale

	
	
	

	
	
	


9. New Projects & Related efforts

N/A
a. New CoML Projects

Please identify new CoML projects initiated under the auspices of your national or regional committee.

	Project Name
	Principal Investigator(s)
	Scope of Project

	
	
	

	
	
	


b. Affiliated Projects

Please complete the table below to list projects affiliated to CoML by way of your Committee.  Include level of funding (if the project does not complete a separate project report, which you can submit as an appendix to this document).

	Project Name
	Principal Investigator(s)
	Geographic Locale
	Funding (USD)

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


c. Partnerships

Please identify any organizations, government agencies, science programs, and non-CoML projects with which your CoML committee has an affiliation and briefly describe the nature of each relationship.

	Organization Name
	Point-of-Contact
	Nature of Relationship

	
	
	

	
	
	


10. Publications (Delete this section if there are none) 

Voyage of Discovery workshop outcomes will be available by the end of August 2005

11. Education & Outreach

Voyage of Discovery workshop, target – Australian marine science community. Attendance: >50 people representing museums, universities, government research organisations. 
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